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Child  Safety 
Education  Program 

KIDS  includes  a  child  safety  education 
program  which  is  one  of  the  most  complete 
and  professional  in  the  nation. 

Specially  trained  Illinois  State  Troopers 
serve  as  child  safety  officers  to  educate 
children  and  parents  about  safety  programs 
and  provide  methods  to  prevent  abuse,  ab¬ 
duction  and  exploitation. 

Coordinated  and  available  under  the  KIDS 
initiative  are: 

•  Child  fingerprinting  programs. 

•  School  classroom  prevention  programs 
and  curricula  focused  on  sexual  abuse 
and  abduction. 

•  “Trooper-B-Safe,”  a  full-size  robot, 
dressed  as  an  Illinois  State  Trooper, 
which  travels  to  schools  and  events 
and  reinforces  safety  programs. 

•  Distribution  of  information  to  parents 
who  have  children  enrolled  in  day  care 
centers  or  who  are  seeking  information 
about  licensed  day  care  centers. 
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Child  Abuse  and  Neglect 
Tracking  Systems 

This  year  about  162,000  telephone  caills 
will  be  made  to  the  Department  of  Children 
and  Family  Services  (DCFS)  child  abuse 
hotline.  Some  78,000  children  will  be  re¬ 
ported  as  victims  of  suspected  child  abuse  or 
neglect.  Sadly,  this  is  not  a  new  problem. 
Abuse  reports  have  increased  dramatically 
over  the  years  to  the  point  that  DCFS  now 
receives  twice  as  many  reports  in  a  month 
as  it  did  in  an  entire  year  just  a  decade  ago. 

For  these  reasons,  DCFS  is  expanding  its 
nationally  recognized  Child  Abuse  and  Neglect 
Tracking  System  (CANTS)  by  establishing  a 
computer  link  with  I-SEARCH. 

A  key  component  of  CANTS  is  a  toll-free, 
24-hour  hotline  (1-800-25A-BUSE)  for  re¬ 
porting  suspected  child  abuse  and  neglect. 
Other  features  are  an  automated,  computer- 
based  register  of  prior  incidents  of  abuse  and 
intensively  trained  child  protection  teams 
located  strategically  throughout  the  state. 
DCFS  personnel  respond  immediately  when 
a  child’s  safety  is  in  question  and  in  all  cases 
are  mandated  to  initiate  a  response  within  24 
hours. 

To  handle  increases  in  abuse  and  neglect 
reports,  DCFS  is  adding  new  child  protection 
services  to  respond  to  the  child  abuse  calls. 


TOLL-FREE  HOTLINE 
NUMBER  FOR  REPORTING  CHILD  ABUSE 

AND  NEGLECT 

1-800-25A-BUSE 

or 

1-800-252-2873 


Clearinghouse  for  Informational 
Materials  on  Prevention 
of  Child  Abuse  and  Neglect 

As  incidents  of  child  abuse  and  neglect, 
particularly  sexual  abuse,  continue  to  be 
reported  in  record  numbers,  parents  and 
communities  are  requesting  information, 
programs,  and  services  which  will  assist  them 
in  protecting  their  children. 

A  Clearinghouse,  containing  materials  from 
the  Department  of  Children  and  Family 
Services  and  Department  of  State  Police,  will 
be  established.  It  will  catalog  known  programs 
and  develop  new  ones  that  will  be  sensitive, 
age  appropriate,  and  coordinated  for  local 
school  and  community  use. 

Parents  and  qualified  professionals  will  be 
regularly  involved  in  evaluating  new  mater¬ 
ials  for  the  Clearinghouse. 


Sexual  Exploitation  Task  Force 

The  Department  of  State  Police  has  estab¬ 
lished  within  its  Division  of  Criminal  Investi¬ 
gation  a  highly  trained  unit  which  investigates 
crimes  involving  the  sexual  exploitation  of 
children.  Working  closely  with  local  and 
federal  law  enforcement  agencies,  the  mission 
of  this  unit  is  to  investigate  and  arrest  child 
pornographers,  child  molesters,  those  in¬ 
volved  in  child  prostitution  and  those  who  in 
any  way  sexually  exploit  children.  This  unit 
is  assisted  by  child  psychologists  and  trained 
DCFS  investigators,  and  is  linked  by  com¬ 
puter  to  the  I-SEARCH  and  CANTS  data 
bases. 


Gang  Crime 

During  recent  years,  violent  activities 
committed  by  highly  organized  gangs  have 
increased  in  both  intensity  and  scope.  Many 
of  these  gangs  have  permeated  school  systems. 
Violent  youthful  offenders  assault,  extort, 
and,  in  some  cases,  murder  other  youths  who 
refuse  to  become  involved  in  gang  activity. 

The  Department  of  State  Police  will  main¬ 
tain  a  Gang  Crimes  Analysis  Unit  in  the  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Criminal  Investigation.  This  unit  will 
gather  information  related  to  organized 
groups,  gang  activity  and  their  related  crimes 
and  make  this  information  available  to  police 
officers  throughout  the  state  in  an  effort  to 
stop  this  growing  problem  in  our  communities 
and  schools. 

By  developing  one  central  point  for  infor¬ 
mation  related  to  street  gangs,  motorcycle 
gangs,  the  prison  population,  and  narcotics 
rings,  enforcement  and  prevention  efforts  can 
be  guided  by  an  effective  data  base. 


The  Department  of  Children  and  Family 
Services  and  Illinois  Juvenile  Justice  Com¬ 
mission  are  supporting  community  efforts  to 
prevent  involvement  of  youth  in  gangs.  DCFS 
and  IJJC  are  providing  matching  grants  to 
local  governments  and  youth  boards  to 
develop  programs  that  divert  adolescents 
from  criminal  gang  activity. 
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I -SEARCH  uses  a  multi-faceted  program  to 
inform  and  advise  the  public  on  missing 
and  exploited  children.  Parent  kits  containing 
children’s  permanent  identification  informa¬ 
tion  are  available  free  of  charge  from  the 
Illinois  Department  of  State  Police. 

LEADS  (Law  Enforcement  Agencies  Data 
Systems)  provides  a  central  respository  for 
information  on  all  reported  missing  children. 

I-SEARCH  grants  provide  funding  for  local 
police  departments  to  become  I-SEARCH 
units. 

The  primary  goal  of  I-SEARCH  is  to  pre¬ 
vent  children  from  becoming  victimized  by 
molesters,  abductors,  or  exploiters.  It  also 
seeks  children  who  are  missing  and  reunites 
these  recovered  children  with  their  families. 
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I-SEARCH 

Illinois  State  Enforcement  Agencies 
to  Recover  Children 


In  the  United  States,  the  tragedy  of  a 
missing  child  occurs  almost  two  million  times 
each  year.  Most  return  home  but  over 
100,000  children  each  year  are  abducted  or 
run  away  and  try  to  live  on  the  streets.  These 
children  often  turn  to  crime  or  are  criminally 
exploited  by  people  who  abuse  and  profit 
from  them. 

Recent  studies  suggest  that  one  in  four 
females  and  one  in  eight  males  will  be 
molested  or  raped  by  the  age  of  20.  The 
greatest  risk  appears  to  be  from  family 
members  and  persons  known  to  the  child 
rather  than  the  “mysterious  stranger”  referred 
to  in  scare  stories. 

I-SEARCH  is  a  crime  prevention  program 
designed  to  promote  an  immediate  and 
effective  response  to  runaway,  missing,  and 
abducted  children  who  may  be,  or  are, 
victims  of  crime,  accident,  or  exploitation. 


I-SEARCH  uses  a  multi-faceted  program  to 
inform  and  advise  the  public  on  missing 
and  exploited  children.  Parent  kits  containing 
children’s  permanent  identification  informa¬ 
tion  are  available  free  of  charge  from  the 
Illinois  Department  of  State  Police. 

LEADS  (Law  Enforcement  Agencies  Data 
Systems)  provides  a  central  respository  for 
information  on  all  reported  missing  children. 

I-SEARCH  grants  provide  funding  for  local 
police  departments  to  become  I-SEARCH 
units. 

The  primary  goal  of  I-SEARCH  is  to  pre¬ 
vent  children  from  becoming  victimized  by 
molesters,  abductors,  or  exploiters.  It  also 
seeks  children  who  are  missing  and  reunites 
these  recovered  children  with  their  families. 


I-SEARCH  TOLL-FREE  HOTLINE  FOR 
RUNAWAY,  MISSING,  OR  ABDUCTED  CHILDREN 

1-800-U-HELP-ME 
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KIDS 


In  March,  1985,  Governor  James  R. 
Thompson  announced  KIDS,  a  new 
multi-agency  child  safety  initiative  to 
expand  statewide  efforts  to  protect  the 
children  of  Illinois. 

“Nothing  is  more  precious  than  our 
children,”  the  Governor  said.  “Their 
safety,  well-being,  and  future  is  our  fore¬ 
most  concern  and  responsibility. 

“This  administration  has  developed 
programs  that  have  become  the  standard 
by  which  other  states  measure  their 
progress.  But  we  must  do  more.  We 
must  take  an  activist  approach  and  try 
to  head  off  problems  and  abuse  before 
they  occur.” 

The  KIDS  program  marshals  the  re¬ 
sources  of  the  Office  of  the  Governor, 
the  Department  of  Children  and  Family 
Services,  the  Department  of  State  Police, 
the  Inspector  General’s  Office,  and  any 
other  state  agency  which  may  be  re¬ 
quired  by  specific  circumstances. 


RESOURCE  TELEPHONE  NUMBERS 

To  report  suspected  child  abuse 
and  neglect 

1-800-25A-BUSE 

For  runaway,  missing,  or  abducted 
children 

1-800-U-HELP-ME 

I-SEARCH  Child  Identification  Packets 
and  General  Information 

1-217-782-5460 

KIDS  Program  Information 
Governor  Thompson’s  Office  in  Chicago 

1-312-917-2121 
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